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social institutions and associated groupings. These are described in a 
rather popular manner, often suggesting a journalistic purpose and out- 
look. But the volume as a whole contains much valuable information 
regarding conditions in Argentina. The author is considerably of a 
radical in many respects. For example, he approves in the strongest 
terms of the separation of state and church for Argentina, he urges that 
women of suitable age be given the suffrage, he argues for free trade, and 
he contends that the proper source of the study of law is in society rather 
than in the laws themselves. As a philosopher he rejects both the 
spiritualistic and the materialistic dogmas and takes refuge in a monistic 
energism of the nature of realism. 

Among social thinkers he seems to have been influenced mainly by 
Lester F. Ward and Nietzsche, a combination which perhaps is not 
altogether illogical, since he is decidedly biological in his viewpoint. In 
a theoretical summary he sketches evolution as he sees it. He holds 
that life on the planet has passed through three stages of development, 
considered from the standpoint of adaptation to environment — mechani- 
cal, instinctive, and conscious. At the top of human social development 
he places the Anglo-Saxons, especially los norteamericanos, who excel in 
their combination of the scientific and the humanitarian; though he 
does take some exceptions to certain implications of our commercialism 
as manifested in the Monroe Doctrine. It is such an ideal as this that 
he sets for his future Argentina. 

L. L. Bernard 

University oj Missouri 



Applied History. Vol. II. Edited by Benjamin F. Shambaugh. 
Iowa City: State Historical Society of Iowa, 1914. Pp. xx-f- 
689. $3 . 00. 

This second volume of the "Iowa Applied History Series" contains 
ten studies in addition to an introduction by the editor. The mono- 
graphs are "Reorganization of State Government in Iowa," by Frank 
E. Horack; "Home Rule in Iowa," by O. K. Patton; "Direct Legisla- 
tion in Iowa," by Jacob Van der Zee; "Equal Suffrage in Iowa," by 
Frank E. Horack; "Selection of Public Officials in Iowa," by Henry J. 
Peterson; "Removal of Public Officials in Iowa," by O. K. Patton; 
"The Merit System: Its Application to State Government in Iowa," 
by Jacob Van der Zee; "Social Legislation in Iowa," by John E. Briggs; 
"Child Labor Legislation in Iowa," by Fred E. Haynes; and "Poor 
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Relief Legislation in Iowa," by John L. Gillin. Of these studies it is 
necessary to consider only the last three. 

Mr. Briggs presents a very good brief summary of social legislation 
in Iowa from 1838 to 1913, with special emphasis upon the last sixteen 
years, which began with the code of 1897. In this monograph there is 
no attempt to discuss the general conditions which stimulated the 
legislation which he records; his study is chronological rather than 
interpretative. 

Of the 61 pages of Mr. Haynes's study of child-labor legislation in 
Iowa only 31 pages deal with conditions and legislation in Iowa. This 
study is drawn largely from secondary sources, a fact which applies even 
to a considerable extent to the part concerned with Iowa. But the facts 
are apparently well selected and clearly presented. 

Professor Gillin's study of poor-relief legislation shows much more 
originality, though it is based on a more extensive work on the same 
subject by the same writer. Besides containing a good, brief account 
of legislation so far enacted, it presents an excellent argument for district 
almshouses to supplant the present county 7 almshouse system. 

All three of these monographs are to be commended for the large 
proportion of space given to very concrete suggestions for improvements 
in the types of legislation which they discuss. This fact gives them a 
marked local value. In common with the other studies in this volume 
they may be useful as convenient sources of information regarding data 
which are not sufficiently available. Teachers and other workers in 
these fields would profit materially if other states would adopt the Iowa 
idea of "applied history." 

L. L. Bernard 

University of Missouri 



Industrial Conditions among Negroes in St. Louis. By William 
August Crossland. (Studies in Social Economics. Edited 
by the Faculty of the School of Social Economy of Wash- 
ington University, Vol. I, No. 1.) St. Louis, Mo., 1914. Pp. 
ix+123. $0.75 net. 
This study, largely statistical, follows the general lines adopted in 
several monographs on the negro in northern cities which have appeared 
in recent years, although it deals only with industrial facts and contains 
only a moderate amount of interpretative discussion. Despite its 
southern aspect, St. Louis shows much the same conditions as those 



